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Words from the Chair.
Welcome to the Spring issue for 2014.
I am sorry to report the death of Jeff Howe, who passed away on the 13th
of February. The high attendance at his funeral on the 6th of March was
testament to his popularity and the Society/Trust was able to express our
gratitude for the efforts he had made over the last twenty years and particularly the last two to promote the overall project and the Sandiacre section in particular. We will miss him and send our condolences to his family.
Restoration Developments.
The HLF bid was submitted on time in February. David Hayes worked hard
to get all our information onto the HLF website, which seemed to crash just
at the wrong time. David has assured me it was HLF are not holding us responsible! The total project will cost approaching £2m with around a 75%
contribution requested from HLF. We are now working on getting the balance of funding together, although we will have a few years to collect it all.
We await June with fingers crossed.
In preparation for the early stages of the work – assuming we are
successful – we have been casting our net wide to obtain some of the
background to the area and the use of the canal over its lifetime and particularly collecting the personal recollections and memories of those who
used the canal and the Boat Inn Accompanying this edition is a special edition that features these tales. Barry Starnes has recently brought his
Mother, June, to visit us; June’s husband was born in the Boat Inn and has
some tales to tell.
The development at Chellaston continues. A small housing area to the east
of the canal has been passed by planning, but a much larger one to the
west is likely to be a while off as it is complicated by involving both South
Derbyshire and Derby City councils, so much more debate will be required
before that progresses. Anyone who has visited the T12 site will see that
some works on the footpath have started ahead of the bridge being built.
Time is running out, but we still await an agreement despite many promises that it is imminent received in the past.
There has been little movement on the Pride Park and Arm development,
but we have recently seen that money has been set aside for the electrification of the main line railway to London. This should provide opportunities
as they straighten out the line on Pride Park and Raynesway and may give
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more attention to drainage of the Draycott section with further interest possible in the canal restoration there. We are still looking at the implications
as the Packet goes to press.
The water study commissioned by the Trust is about to be delivered. This
will provide a better understanding of the likely water flows of any water
abstracted from the River Derwent to feed into the canal at Spondon. We
expect to have a formal agreement with Celanese to pass to us part of
their existing water abstraction rights. We will then need to argue our case
with the Environment Agency to make sure we have sufficient water to run
the whole canal without back-pumping.
We have been invited to another meeting with the Canals & River Trust in
Birmingham in May. Following their approach to embrace restorations the
meeting will bring together people from all the schemes to provide guidance and best practice help from other schemes such as the successful
Droitwich project.
Working Parties.
We have seen a superb effort with working parties over the winter with
increasing numbers and a significant impact in hedge laying and improvements accomplished. Thanks to Eddy for the tremendous publicity and
awareness he has generated.
Events.
We have already been out and about this year. Thankfully whilst we’ve had
plenty of rain the winter has been mild. On 26th January we found ourselves tagging along at the CRT’s open lock event at Sandiacre. Apparently almost 700 people attended and we talked to most of them about the
Derby. Even the rain relented briefly and it was a very worthwhile and well
supported day. Thanks to all that helped.
We are fast approaching the new events season and we plan to attend
Mon 5th May
Sat 24- Mon 26th May
Sat 21st June

Breaston Gala.
Crick National Boat Show – We will be sharing the
IWA grouping at a subsidised rate.
Spirit of Chellaston.

We won’t be attending the County Show this year and will be devoting time
to the Crick show as an alternative. We would welcome any one who is
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attending the show to offer a few hours to help man the stand. Three days
will be quite a challenge for the normal stalwarts! We’re also looking at a
Spondon event and a lock through at Trent Lock in July if we are allowed.
Watch the web site for news.
We are in the process of redesigning and reprinting the display boards to
improve the look of the stand for events such as these. So it will be worth
coming and having a look. Unfortunately you’ll probably have the same
voices to listen to, though!
Web Site.
The web site is gaining popularity and we are using it to publicise events
and updates. We have also posted an animation of the Arm in its new format lifting boats from the aqueduct level down to the Derwent and visitor
centre. It’s worth a look.
Meetings.
We have already had excellent entertainment from speakers on the Ashover Light Railway, Canal Mania, the Canal & River Trust approach to heritage preservation. We were told by Nigel Crowe from CRT that we had
asked the most interesting questions. Perhaps he says that to all his audiences!
As always everyone is welcome on the fourth Tuesdays at the Wilmot
Arms, 49 Derby Road, Borrowash from 8pm. Next meetings are:
April 22nd
John Ward on the History of the Derwent Valley.
th
May 27
Richard Stone on The River Trent.
th
June 24
Canal Walk in the Chellaston Area.
nd
July 22
Keith Blood on “The Friargate Line”.
rd
Sept 23
Trevor Wragge an expert on Drystone Walls.
th
Oct 28
AGM.
Northern Canals Association.
As I write this we are a week away from the NCA meeting. Plans are pretty
much in place and we intend to show them the Chellaston section with the
potential for early development together with the bridge restoration by
Swarkestone lock. I’m sure we’ll impress them all.
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As always we love to see new faces come along to events and there’s
plenty to choose from if you have a spare hour or so and the inclination.

The Packet 75 Spring 2014.

Page

6

Cut cuttings No 1.
Whilst researching for a book on transport in Spondon1, I searched the
online newspaper database for articles relevant to the canal. It’s fair to say
that once the euphoria of opening was over, a depressing number of the
articles concerned drownings in the canal!
If the Editor permits, this will be the first of a series of articles based on
these newspaper reports; so that we don’t depress you too much initially, I
propose to start with a somewhat cheerier story. The Derby Daily Telegraph of Friday August 21st 1931 reported a “thrilling rescue by Spondon
hero”. John Pearce, then 14, employed in the bobbin stores at British
Celanese dived into the canal fully dressed to pull out 4-year-old Blanche
Cousins from the water.
The remarkable feature of this rescue is that it is a virtual repeat of a rescue 12 months previously, involving the same two people. Presumably
young Blanche learnt little from the lesson, although she “became ill” from
the earlier immersion. The Pearce’s seem to have a family tradition of such
rescues, as John’s father, William, has a life-saving certificate after a canal
rescue in 1919.
The article illustrates was a huge local employer British Celanese was at
this time. In 1927 there were 8.000 employees and at shift change the bus
park would hold 130 vehicles, double that number on a Saturday. Both the
Pearce’s (father and son) worked there, as did Blanche’s father, a stoker at
the factory.
Blanche, together with her parents and six siblings are reported to live in
“The Huts”. These were intended as temporary accommodation for those
who constructed the Celanese factory during the First World War. But, as
so often with temporary accommodation, they were clearly still in use over
a decade later.
A photo reproduced in the “Exploring Spondon” book1 gives an aerial view
which shows the canal and the Huts in the late 1920s (top right corner).
Across Megaloughton Lane from the Huts is the Leach Neal colour works,
1

“Canoes to Commuters: transport in Spondon through the ages” by Derek Hathaway, published by
Spondon Archive 2013, ISBN 978-0-9570676-4-6. Whilst not “available in all good booksellers”, it can be
bought in a number of shops around Spondon – and from the author! “Exploring Spondon” by Ruth
Hooper and Anita Hayes is similarly available.
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squeezed between the canal and the railway. Some of the buildings still
exist today as part of Albert Looms’ scrap yard.
None the worse for her experience, Blanche apparently went on to marry
Fred Tilling in 1947 and have 2 children of her own. They were presumably
warned “not to play near the canal”!

The Canal Alongside Leach, Neil & Co. (now
Loom’s Scrapyard).
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Working Parties.
January the 12th saw the first working party of the year, it brought us a
sharp frosty start, 10 volunteers turned out to brave the weather, but as the
morning progressed the sun came out and shone on us.
The aims where to continue the good work on hedge laying started in
2013, from both sides. With the two teams approaching each other, we
hoped that we could complete this work before the birds started nesting in
the Spring, with an added need to repair the bridge over one of the water
culverts that assist with drainage from the adjacent fields.
Three separate teams set out, two teams cutting and clearing as they
went, the third team busy with repairing the bridge that was restricting the
grass cutter from keeping the growth down on the opposite side to the
footpath.
January 31st was our now famous appearance on Radio Derby with the
lovely Sally Pepper.
The second working party of the year was on the 2nd of February, we continued work along the canal bank clearing the way for the hedge layers the
following week, a general tidying up and stacking two more fires ready to
go when the weather cleared up, There was quiet a lot of water in the
ditch after all the recent rain.
8 volunteers that week, very good considering the run of wet days!
Some additional hard-core has now been placed next to the bridge made
for the tractor to go over the cleared ground to keep the growth down to a
manageable level from now on, also some emergency repair work was
done to one of the waste culverts that had decided to change its course
and was beginning to erode the side of the bank.
March found us all at Draycott, the weather held for us and a lot of ground
was covered by the two hedge laying teams and the workers helping to
utilise the cut-offs for stakes to support the new hedge and clearing up. At
the start of the winter we faced over 750 metres of hedges to lay, we now
only have 200 metres left to cover; however work has now be scaled back
at Draycott to allow the wildlife to settle in for the Summer.
A lot of work that week also involved restoring a missing fence panel that
was allowing access to the footpath along the Draycott stretch for motorThe Packet 75 Spring 2014.
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cycles, this was causing a nuisance for residents and leisure users, this
has been replaced by the Canal Society’s notice board.
The 6th of April found us at Borrowash bottom lock, helping the team that
has been working all over the winter with hedge laying, The weeks working
party at Draycott was cancelled out of respect to the wildlife that has been
spotted in the new hedges. two teams working, one on the stretch between
the Bottom Lock and Station Road, clearing debris from the winter hedge
laying and continuing with more hedge laying. The second team deployed
to cut over 150 metres of hedge laid last year, only another 120 metres or
so to go.
We seem to be benefitting from coverage in the local press that is raising
the profile of the working parties and the Canal Society in general.
More help is always welcome, we now attract helpers from all age groups,
and they always return!
Eddy.
PS A cracking Sunday morning of the 13th of April saw the team at Sandiacre, a cold start, but the sun soon came out and warmed us up us as we
started work clearing the grass sides to both sides of the canal path, clearing the litter that had been dropped over the winter also cutting back any
over-hanging growth that would hinder the many walkers/cyclists and
horse riders that use this wonderful green pathway running from the Erewash Canal up to the road near the Bridge Inn.
A large tree that appeared to have partially fallen over and was in danger
of blocking the main path half way up from the bottom Lock has now been
cleared, over hanging branches have been cleared along the entire bottom stretch and the path now looks a lot clearer and tidier.
A lot of the material that has been thrown over various residential fences
could not be cleared due to the unknown contents, this will be reported to
the local authority to follow up on.
To see photographs of the previous work parties and details of future work
parties, please see the website www.derbycanal.org
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Books for Sale.
"Vintage Marine Engines for Narrow Boats".
Laminated h/duty card covers, A4 size, 152 pages, over 100 colour photos,
35 black and white photos plus over 70 Line drawings/illustrations. Priced
at £22.95.A Book that deals with the selection of a vintage marine engine
for a narrowboat. In thirteen chapters it describes the engines made by the
thirteen most popular Companies. It also covers, chapter by chapter the
design of the engine room, the cooling, fuel and control systems, Props
and shafting. It includes tips on rebuilding and installing a Vintage Engine.
A to Z of Vintage Marine Engines; Book ONE.
123 A4 sized pages, Laminated card covers, The companies covered are :
Ailsa Craig, Allan, Armstrong Siddeley, Beardmore, Bergius (Kelvin),
Bolinders, British Junkers, Brit, Brooke, Brotherhood, Campbell, Coventry
Climax, Coventry Victor Crossley, Dan, Dorman, Enfield, Fowler, Gardner,
Gleniffer, Grampian, Griffin, Hundested, and Kromhout. With over 90 colour photos, 95 black & white photos plus 160 line drawings/illustrations.
Priced at £21.95 Plus £4.95 UK p&p.
A to Z of Vintage Marine Engines; Book TWO.
Laminated Card covers, 118 A4 sized pages, The companies covered are :
Lister, Munktell, McLaren, Meadows, National, Oil Engines Coventry, Parsons, Perkins, Petters, Plenty, Russell Newbery, Ruston & Hornsby, Sabb,
Seffle, Stuart Turner, Thornycroft, Turner, Vickers-Petters, Watermota, and
Widdop. With 60 colour photos, 50 black & white photos, plus over 160 illustrations/drawings. Price £21.95 Plus £4.95 UK p&p.
The Book of the Kelvin Model J.
Laminated card covers, 144 A4 pages with 62 colour, and 74 line illustrations. In 10 chapters it details the history, the handbooks and exploded
parts book. Do it Yourself strip and rebuilding in full detail, Plus Data
sheets and the details of the oldest surviving engine. Price £23.95 + £4.95
UK p&p., Comprehensive coverage of the most popular Kelvin today.
K Whittle,
9, Maes Y Ddawns, Llangadfan, Welshpool, SY21 0GA
kwhittle@btconnect.com
01938 820815
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Fundraising.
We now have a number of new fund raising initiatives that are available to
raise further funds to help drive forward our ambition of restoring the Derby
and Sandiacre Canal.

Through Recycle 4 Charity we are able to recycle inkjet cartridges, mobile
phones and laser or toner cartridges, and a payment will be made to the
Trust. Any of these can be brought along to a Society meeting and handed
to a Committee member. Alternatively inkjet cartridges and old mobile
phones can be sent for recycling in the envelope that is enclosed with this
addition of The Packet. Before sending off the envelope; please add your
name and address on the back so that Recycle 4 Charity can send more
envelopes direct to you for future use. If you don’t have anything to recycle
please pass on the envelope to a friend or relative that does.
If you have laser or toner cartridges and can’t bring them to a society meeting or you would like a collection box for a larger quantity of cartridges or
for a business please contact our treasurer Chris ReesFitzPatrick.

Do you do any of your shopping online? If you do then you can get a donation for the Trust from the online retailer without your shopping costing you
a penny more.
Give as you Live brings together thousands of leading stores, including
John Lewis, Expedia and Tesco, who have all signed up to donate a percentage of every purchase you make online.
Get started by signing up at:
http://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/derbysandiacrecanal or follow the link
and install Give as you Live.
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Derby Canal Company Dapol 00 Gauge Private Owner Wagon.
Having seen reviews of Dapol private owner wagons, in the Railway Modeller magazine, that are sold to raise funds for various charities a decision
has been taken to commission a limited edition of approximately 100 wagons. The wagon will have a green background with “Derby Canal Company
Established 1796” emblazoned in white text.
The wagon is relatively expensive to commission and this means that it will
have a sale price of £12; which is in line with those advertised in the Railway Modeller magazine. If you wish to order one (or more) please contact
Chris ReesFitzPatrick. Postage and packing costs will be determined once
the stock is received and measured and weighed; for those of you that are
local to the canal’s route delivery can be arranged.
There are plenty of other items for sale such as Polo Shirts, Sweat Shirts,
calendars, books etc. available from
Paul Birtles, 54, Springfield Avenue, Sandiacre, Derbyshire NG10 5LZ.
(home) 0115 9730207.

For all your

PAINTING, DECORATING and
KITCHEN & BATHROOM TILING

CONTACT BARRY BOOLE
52, Moor Street,
Spondon,
Derby DE21 7EB

Telephone 01332 676293
Mobile
07718 305616

NO JOB TOO SMALL
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THE COTSWOLD CANAL TOWPATH GUIDE.
THE STROUDWATER NAVIGATION by MICHAEL HANDFORD.
Paperback £12.99

ISBN 978-1-84868-843-8

The Stroudwater Navigation was a canal linking Stroud to the Severn Estuary near
Gloucester. At Wallbridge it connected to the Thames & Severn Canal to form a link between the Thames and Severn rivers. It passed through 13 locks and was 8 miles long.
The canal opened in 1779 and was abandoned in 1954.
In 2001 the Cotswolds Partnership was formed to restore the navigation from Stonehouse to Stroud.
This history is a revised edition which reflects the restoration that has taken place and
has 100 B & W photos, many published for the 1st time, bringing the story up-to-date.
Available from bookshops or from Amberley Publishing.
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