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EDITORôS CORNER. 
 
Advertising.  
 
If you wish to advertise or, most importantly, know anyone that does, 
contact the Editor.   Donôt forget, there are 3 issues per year.  
 
We are indebted to Interhire Power Tool service Ltd, (0115 9306382) of 
Park Road, Ilkeston, Derbys DE7 5DA for the free use of tools and plant on 
our Working Parties. 
 
Merchandise. 
 
Mike smith who wrote the original book on the Derby Canal has given us 
permission to revise the book and to publish the new, updated version. It 
should be ready in May. 
 
Acknowledgements. 
 
On pages 14-17 is an article on the future of our waterways reproduced 
from Pennine Link with the Huddersfield Canal Societyôs and author Alan 
Stopherôs kind permission. 
 
Views expressed by individuals in The Packet are not necessarily those of 
the Society or Trust.  
 
This edition was printed by Eight Days a Week Print Solutions. 
  
Next Issue. 
 
Please do remember to send all material for the next issue to Doug Flack 
no later than the middle of May, 2012. 
 
From the Chair.  Welcome to the first issue of The Packet in 2012 ï the 
year of the London Olympics. Letôs hope for success both in sport and the 
availability of lottery funding. 
 
Restoration Progress. 
As we hoped the granting of planning permission has brought the          
restoration plans to the forefront of developers. Whilst we still find 
ourselves in the middle of an economic slowdown there seem to be some 
green shoots appearing and we have several reasons for optimism. You 
should read this in the knowledge that a few of the Trust members ï better 
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qualified than me ï think I am an optimist. When asked how long it will take 
I say 10 ï 15 years but they think we should set ourselves for a 20 year 
programme. The most important fact for me is that people are now asking 
when it will happen not whether it will happen.  

I believe our perspective must be to concentrate on our first section as that 
will be critical to the pace of restoration. The impact of the first section in 
water will be the wake up call that will make other sections easier, because 
more people will believe in our success ï however long it takes. 

David Hayes and Chris Rees Fitz Patrick have joined me, Mike Wood and 
David Hollingsworth and Paul Turner on the ñMasterplan Development 
Committeeò. David has taken on the difficult task of secretary producing 
the document drafts and ensuring contributions arrive on time. He deals 
with the document content later in this Packet so you have an idea how 
much work has been involved in putting this together. We have already 
sent a draft to potential funders and anticipate it will be a persuasive 
document as we move into restoration of sections. 

While the Masterplan will provide a basis for discussions particularly 
supporting fundraising we have also been promoting the project in areas 
along the line moving towards development. Mike has been very active in 
promoting our interests around the Derwent crossing. Network Rail are 
looking to develop their land ï the triangle bounded by the Wyvern, Pride 
Park Stadium and the railway line ï and we hope they will consider the 
Derby Arm and visitor centre in their plans. 

Furthermore you may have seen in the local press that the Technology 
Park being developed on Rolls Royce land in Sinfin is moving forward 
again. We are discussing with developers and Derby City Council how  

access over the canal route in Chellaston can be achieved and are hopeful 
that we might meet a mutually beneficial compromise that moves us 
substantially closer to a stretch of canal. Fingers crossed. 

We have also talked to the people restoring the Silk Mill (after its period of 
mothballing) and believe that we could work together to make the Silk Mill 
ï The Engine as it will be known ï a canal destination. 

Web Site. 
 
The Committee have decided that we need to upgrade our web presence. 
Doug and Chris have taken the lead with this armed with input from a 
Marketing team from Nottingham Trent University who have researched 
the look and content to maximise impact. Itôs a big project and well 
overdue. Anyone with any expertise and some time available would be 
most welcome. 
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Volunteers. 
 
Thank you to all who offered help after the last Packet. We were delighted 
with the strength and variety of the offers of help. For those of you who 
have not already been roped-in please give us a little more time to get 
organised. As you will see we have some digging coming up and plenty of 
scope for volunteers during the summer months. We have your details and 
will be in touch. 

One area that we have considered is to appoint a number of community 
champions. These individuals would be asked to take responsibility for a 
stretch of canal and monitor its condition. Is there scope for housekeeping 
work, is there encroachment, are the interpretation panels in good shape, 
etc. Anyone happy to take this on please contact me and let me know your 
details and the stretch you are interested in. 

Events.  
 
We have looked at our planned programme of events for the summer and 
are planning the following to promote our cause: 
 
Sat 5th May  Spondon Community Spring Fair 

Mon 7th May  Breaston Gala 

Sat 2nd June  Swarkestone Lock Wheel 

Sun 24th June The County Show 

7/8th July   Mercia Marina Open weekend 

  

Participation and suggestions of speakers or topics are welcome. Please 
contact: Chris Madge on 07827 946444 or Doug Flack on 01332 576037 

We will also organise public walks along sections of the canal during the 
summer to help to publicise the route, etc. and we are hoping to have a 
Saturday in Derby city centre with the boat and stall to canvas support. 
It will be a busy Spring/Summer and anyone that has any time to spare 
would be made most welcome. 
 
Membership. 
 
Thank you to the many members who renewed their support via the 
monthly draw. Recent winners were: 

December  Alison Schwartz and David Carnforth                    
January         William Savidge and Gary Beeby             
February     Tony Cashmore and Gordon Woolhouse 
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Our numbers have stalled a little over the winter so we will need to make 
another push to get interest and new members increasing again during the 
more prominent summer months. 
 
Meetings. 
 
I am pleased to announce that we continue to have tremendous support for 
the monthly meetings despite moving home a couple of times. Our AGM at 
The Moon was very difficult as it was held in a main bar. We had been  
gazumped by a weekly meeting group who wanted the hall and thought 
weôd try out their offer. We hadnôt anticipated yet another change in 
landlords a week before the event that meant that previous promises went  
unkempt. I think we struggled through against the noise and the new 
landlords tried to help.  
 
So we moved to Spondon Village Hall in November. We had a popular 
speaker line up, but the Grantham speakers couldnôt make it and Mike 
Snaith from the IWA (Notts. and Derbys.) and our own Doug Flack stepped 
in to talk about changes to BW and photos of the old Derby.  We had a 
tremendous turnout of around 50 members for a room that probably suited 
30 and with doors open to allow for standing room we had to compete with 
Zumba and Come Dancing in the nearby main hall.  Thanks to Anne and 
Eileen who made the refreshments and to those that crammed into the 
room.  
 
So the new year saw another change ï we moved to a new pub, the  
Wilmot Arms in Borrowash with a separate stand alone room and were  
entertained by Brian Stone speaking about the Civil war in Derbyshire. 
Comments received afterwards suggested it was well received and  
apparently the food and beer is very good. Weôve addressed problems on 
access (thanks to resident chippie Paul Birtles) and the heating and 
theyôve promised not to move the barrels while we are there.  
 
Anne and Eileen have now completed the programme for the year, which 
is regularly updated on the website and includes: 
 

24th April    The Arkwright Society by Ruth Jordon. 

22nd May    Derby Beneath Our Feet by Derek Palmer. 

26th June    Heritage Walk, Shardlow * including the museum - 7pm. 

24th July    Wildlife of the Roadsides by Bill Grange. 

25th Sept.   Plant Hunters by John Hawkins. 

23rd Oct. AGM.  Slide Show of Old & New Pictures by Doug Flack. 
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27th Nov.   History of the Plaster Pits by Fred Hinds. 

22nd Jan. 2013.  "Bits and Bobs" an intriguing evening with Bob Neill.  

 
* Shardlow Walk - cars can be parked in the Clock Warehouse car park 
and the Pub has an entrance for disabled people and also a disabled toilet. 
The time of the walk is 7pm and costs £3 + 50p for tea and biscuits; the 
walk takes about 1  1/4 hours, with a maximum of 22 people, if there is an 
overflow they can stay in the centre and have a talk. 
There is a toilet in the Heritage Centre. Satnav DE72 2GA. 
  
Contact Sheila Cook 01332 814104, 792334 or 792489 for more info on 
the Centre. 
  
All begin at 8pm and the venue is The Wilmot Arms, 49, Derby Road, 
Borrowash on the old A52 on the Derby side of Borrowash centre. Please 
park near to the pub in car parks of the garage next door or the doctor's 
surgery 50 yards on the Derby side of the pub. Satnav DE72 3HA. 

The calendar of meetings is designed to provide a topic of general interest. 
We welcome non members and charge £2 each to cover costs. The 
evening should be both enjoyable and informative with a short presentation 
on the topic listed above together with an opportunity to get a brief update 
on DSCS activities and events and possibly other canal developments. 

Working Parties. 
 
The autumn and winter is normally seen as a quiet time of the year, but not 
for our working party group. Paul provides details later in the Packet, so Iôll 
just use this space to thank him and his team for the impact theyôve made 
and wish him luck with the major project to restore the Spondon Winding 
Hole scheduled for the Autumn. Iôm sure heôll be looking for volunteers with 
big boots for that one. 
 
Thanks for your support in the past and hopefully in the future. 
 
Many thanks are due to Ian Pearson & Huw Morgan of manor Road, 
Borrowash for their outstanding work laying the hedge at Borrowash Top 
Lock. NetWork Rail were also impressed and made a point of personally 
thanking them. 

  
Chris Madge. 
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Plans, Plans and More Plans. 
 
The Masterplan or Restoration Plan. 
 
No sooner had the Trust received outline planning permission than it was 
time to start planning again. In his report from the Chair, Chris Madge  
mentioned that I am editing a document, sometimes called the Masterplan, 
sometimes the Restoration Plan.  
 
The objective of this plan is to identify all the work that needs doing to get 
the canal working again. Having identified what needs to be done, we can 
then work out in what sequence the numerous tasks should be tackled.  
 
The members of the Masterplan Committee are writing contributions to the 
Plan which I then put together. As well as identifying what jobs need to be 
done and when, there will be contributions describing how we expect to 
fund the restoration, its costs, what the Trust and the Society have 
achieved up to now and how the work will progress on a section by section 
basis along the route of the canal. The document is now at its second draft 
stage. 
 
The plan will be used to inform external bodies: potential partners, funding 
agencies and the like, of our readiness to start digging; it will also be used 
to monitor our progress towards making out outline planning permissions 
permanent. 
 
The Derbyshire Infrastructure Plan 
 
At its meeting on the 7th of February the Committee heard from Mike 
Snaith of the East Midlands IWA, about an opportunity to get our 
restoration project included in the Derbyshire Infrastructure Plan. Inclusion 
in this plan would show that the project is considered important to the 
countyôs development and may assist us in obtaining funding for some of 
our tasks. 
 
It was agreed that we should put in a submission. Using much of the  
material in the Restoration Plan, a submission has been written; by the 
time you read this it should have arrived in Matlock by the deadline of 13 
March. We await eagerly the County Councilôs decision about it including 
our project in its plan. 
 
David Hayes, 
Secretary.  
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